




WELCOME TO THE 112th “OJAI”
 Welcome to the 112th Ojai Tennis Tournament!  
We are so glad you are here.
 “The Ojai” is the longest-standing amateur 
tournament in the United States, but that doesn’t 
mean we do not continue to improve and innovate.
 This year we are highlighting the Pac-12 
Championships, with the men playing a team 
format in their championships for the first time.  
The Pac-12 women will continue their exciting 

individual championships this year.
 We are also offering our largest Open prize purse, $20,000, thanks to the 
generosity and enthusiasm of our major sponsor Michael Taggart.  Thank 
you, Mike!
 Our Juniors Division has recently been designated as one of the open 
tournaments that will count towards TennisRecruiting.net rankings, as well as 
towards qualifying competitors as “national players” at TRN.  Our Juniors Division 
gained this designation for being recognized as a historically strong tournament, 
and the designation may help our Juniors players attain college scholarships.

 Our Small, Independent, and Community Colleges continue to offer 
outstanding competitive tennis year after year.  There may be a big and 
positive change in this event next year.  Stay tuned.
 To enhance our main venue this year, the historic Libbey Park, the Ojai 
Valley Tennis Club authorized and oversaw the installation of the latest state-
of-the-art light fixtures.  This improvement will allow Pac-12 evening play, as 
well as community play throughout the year.
 Please look inside this program to read about the Pac-12 changes, past 
conference winners, current Pac-12 coaches who played in The Ojai, OVTC’s 
1st Annual Adult/Child Tournament, and so much more.
 We hope you find something at “The Ojai” to delight you, be it the 
ambiance, the fresh-squeezed orange juice, the tea and cookies, or the friendly 
community volunteers.  And oh, yes, we know you will appreciate the best 
amateur tennis and excellent professional tennis among our twenty-seven 
events!
 So again, welcome to “The Ojai,” where we are already planning more 
improvements for next year.  We look forward to your return in the coming years.

Vivian Perrett
OVTC President
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Tuesday, April 24

Ojai Valley Athletic Club:
Men’s and Women’s
Open Singles Qualifying Rounds

Wednesday, April 25

Libbey Park:
Two(2) Pac-12  
Men’s Team Dual Matches

Saturday, April 28

ALL EVENTS IN OJAI
Libbey Park:
Pac-12 Men’s Team Final Dual Match
Pac-12 Women’s Singles Semifinals
Pac-12 Women’s Doubles Semifinals
All Junior Event and Boys’ CIF Finals

Lower Libbey Park:
Selected Junior Event Semifinals

Ojai Valley Inn:
Open Men’s Singles Semifinals
Open Men’s Doubles Quarterfinals
Open Men’s Doubles Semifinals
Open Women’s Singles Semifinals
Open Women’s Doubles Quarterfinals 
Open Women’s Doubles Semifinals

Ojai Valley Athletic Club:
Independent College Men’s Singles 
Independent College Men’sDoubles
Independent College Women’s Singles 
Independent College Women’s Doubles
Community College Men’s Singles
Community College Men’s Doubles
Community College Women’s Singles 
Community College Women’s Doubles

The Thacher School:
Division III College Men’s Singles
Division III College Men’s Doubles

Villanova Preparatory School:
Selected Junior Event Semifinals

Thursday, April 26

OJAI SITES:
Libbey Park:
Two(2) Pac-12  
 Men’s Team Dual Matches
Junior Events

Ojai Valley Inn:
Open Men’s Singles

Ojai Valley Athletic Club:
Pac-12 Women’s Singles
Pac-12 Women’s Invitational Singles

The Thacher School:
Boys’ CIF
Junior Events

Villanova Preparatory School:
Junior Events

Ojai Valley School Upper Campus:
Boys’ CIF

Ojai Valley School Lower Campus:
Junior Events

Nordhoff High School:
Junior Events

Matilija Junior High School:
Junior Events

Private Courts:
Junior Events

VENTURA SITES:
Pierpont Racquet Club:
Independent College Women’s Singles
Independent College Women’s Doubles

Ventura College:
Com. College Women’s Singles
Com. College Women’s Doubles
Independent College Women’s Singles 
Independent College Women’s Doubles

Camino Real Park:
Community College Women’s Singles 
Community College Women’s Doubles

Buena High School:
Community College Women’s Singles 
Community College Women’s Doubles

Friday, April 27

OJAI SITES:
Libbey Park:
Two(2) Pac-12  
 Men’s Team Dual Matches
Junior Events

Ojai Valley Inn:
Open Men’s Singles
Open Men’s Doubles
Open Wome’s Singles

Ojai Valley Athletic Club:
Pac-12 Women’s Singles
Pac-12 Women’s Doubles
Pac-12 Women’s Invitational Singles 
Pac-12 Women’s Invitational Doubles

The Thacher School:
Boys’ CIF
Junior Events

Villanova Preparatory School:
Junior Events

Ojai Valley School Lower Campus:
Junior Events

VENTURA SITES:
Pierpont Racquet Club:
Independent College Men’s Singles
Independent College Men’s Doubles

Ventura College:
Com. College Women’s Singles
Com. College Women’s Doubles
Independent College Women’s Singles 
Independent College Women’s Doubles

Camino Real Park:
Community College Women’s Singles 
Community College Women’s Doubles

OXNARD SITES:
Oxnard Tennis Center:
Community College Men’s Singles 
Community College Men’s  Doubles
Division III College Men’s Singles
Division III College Men’s Doubles

����������	
���
���
Community College Men’s Singles 
Community College Men’s Doubles

OXNARD SITES:
Oxnard Tennis Center:
Community College Men’s Singles 
Community College Men’s  Doubles

����������	
���
���
Community College Men’s Singles 
Community College Men’s Doubles

Moranda Park (Port Hueneme):
Community College Men’s Singles 
Community College Men’s Doubles

Schedule of Events Depending on the venue, play generally starts at 8 or 9 a.m. and 
continues throughout the day. Schedule is subject to change 
without notice.

Visit the Information Desk in Libbey Park for 
directions to any match location.

Moranda Park (Port Hueneme):
Division III College Men’s Singles 
Division III College Men’s Doubles

Sunday, April 29

ALL EVENTS AT LIBBEY PARK
(all matches are Finals, unless  

otherwise indicated; all starting 
times are approximate)

8:00
Pac-12 Women’s Invitational Singles
Independent College Women’s Singles
Division III College Men’s 
 Singles Semifinals

Lower Libbey
Community College Women’s 
 Singles Semifinals
Community College Men’s 
 Doubles Semifinals

9:30
Open Women’s Singles
Pac-12 Women’s Championship Singles
Independent College Men’s Singles

11:00
Open Men’s Singles
Pac-12 Women’s Invitational Doubles
Division III College Men’s Singles
Community College Men’s Singles

12:30
Open Women’s Doubles
Pac-12 Women’s Championship Doubles
Independent College Women’s Doubles
Community College Women’s Singles

2:00
Open Men’s Doubles
Division III College Men’s Doubles
Independent College Men’s Doubles
Community College Men’s Doubles

3:30
Community College Women’s Doubles

ABOUT THE COVER:
The cover was designed by Heather Farley and her students from the Nordhoff 
High School Media Arts Academy. For the past 10 years Farley, a graphics design 
and digital imaging teacher at Nordhoff, and her students have also designed The 
Ojai logo used on the cover and in promotional purposes for the tournament. 
Twelve of the 19 current Pac-12 coaches have played at The Ojai (see story on 
page 17) and some of them are featured on the cover, along with other past Ojai 
Pac-12 greats, and noted here in bold with school they are currently coaching. 
Clockwise from top left are: Peter Smith (USC men), Lele Forood (Stanford 
women) with Barbara Hallquist, Patrick McEnroe, Arthur Ashe with Dennis 
Ralston, Billy Martin (UCLA men), Roscoe Tanner, Stella Sampras Webster 
(UCLA women), Matt Anger (Washington men), Mark Knowles, Vicky Maes 
(Arizona women) with Julie Scott, John Whitlinger (Stanford men), Gene 
Mayer, Justin Gimelstob and Amanda Augustus (Cal women).

Thursday, April 26: “10 and Under” tournament 3:30. Junior 
awards ceremony 5:30. BBQ and tennis clinic 6:00 pm.  
Tickets $8. Clinic conducted by Mark Weil and staff. 
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ABOUT MFS INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT® Founded in 1924, MFS is a premier global asset manager. We 
offer individuals and institutions around the world a broad range of disciplined investment choices to address 
diverse needs.

MFS Fund Distributors, Inc.   21733.3

MFS® believes in the unifying power of 
sports and academics, and proudly supports 
the world-class athletes, students, alumni, 
and fans of the Pac-12 Conference.

Put our investment experience to work for 
you. Talk with your financial advisor. Visit 
mfs.com anytime.

COMMIT. COMPETE.
OUTPERFORM.



*The Pac-12 discount (also known as the Education discount in some states) is 

applied to individuals who have attained certain educational levels irrespective of 

school conference membership. Discount not available in some states, including 

Washington and California. Reduced rates for Pac-12 students and alumni are 

available in California.

**National average annual savings based on data from customers who reported 

savings by switching to Esurance between 3/1/11 and 8/31/11.

© 2012 Esurance Insurance Services, Inc. All rights reserved. CA License #0G87829.

 

With the Pac-12 discount* from 

Esurance, Pac-12 students and  

alums could save some serious  

dollars on car insurance. 

Plus, customers who switched to 

Esurance saved 28%

 on average.** 

(Just saying.) 

For savings that rock (you), 

check out the Pac-12 discount at 

esurance.com/pac-12-discount.

we will. we will.

save you. (dollars.)



The Pac-12’s eight men’s teams and 11 women’s teams come to Ojai, 
Calif., Wednesday, April 25-Sunday, April 29 to decide the league’s women’s 
singles and doubles champions, in addition to the men’s team 
champion—a new addition to the tournament this year.

For the women, the 32-player singles draw consists of 
three players from each of the top ten schools that sponsor 
women’s tennis and two players from the 11th-place team, 
based on the regular season standings. The 16-team women’s 
doubles draw will have one doubles team from each of the 
��� ��
���� ���� ���� ���������� ������ �������� ��� �
�� �����
Committee.

���� �
�� ����� �
�� ������� 
����� ���� ���������� ����� �������
��!�������� ��� ���������� �
�� �!�������� "!������ #��� �
�� $%''�
Championships. Teams will be seeded based on won-lost percentages 

during regular-season Conference play. On Wednesday, matches between 
seed Nos. 5 and 8 and Nos. 6 and 7 will open play. The No. 3 and No. 4 seeds 

will play the winners, respectively, on Thursday. The No. 1 and 
$�*�����������������������������
������������!������������*
 Pac-12 competition will be held in conjunction with the 
112th Annual Ojai Valley Tennis Tournament. The Pac-12 
men will compete at Libbey Park in Ojai for all rounds. The 
����������������+����
�������������!��������
��;<���=����
'�
�����%!��������
������+����
�����������������������

Libbey Park.
 The men’s team championship match will be played 

at Libbey Park on Saturday at 4 p.m. The women’s singles 
championship match is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on Sunday at 

>���������?�����������#����������
����!�������*

Pac-12 Tournament Previews

Pac-12 Men Compete in First Team Dual-Match Format In Libbey Park

Arizona Wildcats
Location: Tucson, Arizona
Head Coach: Tad Berkowitz
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
5-16 Overall; 0-6 Pac-12

Heading into the 2012 season, the Wildcats are looking to five returning players 
as leaders and key members of a young team. Joining the squad this season are 
four recruits who all play key roles for Arizona.

Head coach Tad Berkowitz enters his seventh season with the Cats, along 
with Tom Lloyd. Adding to the Wildcat coaching staff is Andres Carrasco, who 
graduated from the University of Arizona after playing a key role on the team.

The Cats graduated four seniors last season, and are looking to freshmen 
Carlos Bermudez (Tucson, Ariz.), Robin Chou (Austin, Texas), Sebastian 

Ionescu (Braila, Romania) and 
Sumeet Shinde (Pune, India) to 
step up and fill the void.  Chou and 
Bermudez joined the team before 
the fall season, and each represented 
Arizona in three tournaments. In 
tournament play, Bermudez reached 
singles competition quarterfinal play, 

and Chou advanced to compete for the 
singles title. Joining the team in the spring semester were Ionescu and Shinde, 
who have played vital roles in dual play, and will continue to be a strong presence 
as the team enters conference competition.  

Junior Frank Chen, and sophomores Giacomo Miccini, Kieren Thompson, 
Mario Urquidi and Andre Vidaller have stepped into top positions on the team. 
Their combined experience and court presence gives the Cats a group of leaders 
in Pac-12 play.

With young players, the Cats are looking to build a strong team dynamic as 
they compete against the fierce competition of the Pac-12 conference.  

California Golden Bears
Location: Berkeley, California
Head Coach: Peter Wright
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
11-9 Overall; 4-2 Pac-12

 Last season, the California men’s tennis team made its first appearance in 
the NCAA round of 16 since 2003, but a narrow 4-2 loss at the hands of a 
Tennessee squad has the Golden Bears thirsty for a shot at redemption.
 “2012 is going to be a strong year for us,” said 19th-year head coach Peter 
Wright. “We have great leadership and some solid experience at the top end 
of our team. Our doubles teams had a lot of success in the fall, and we’ve built 
some momentum in singles, as well.”
 The Bears started the spring ranked No. 14 in the nation; the same spot 
in which they concluded the 2011 dual season. Cal’s 14-8 record earned 
the team a school-record 12th consecutive appearance in the NCAA 
championships and the right to host 
first- and second-round matches 
at the Hellman Tennis Complex. 
The Bears defeated Marist, 4-0, 
in the first round, and came back 
after dropping the doubles point to 
Fresno State to claim a 4-3 victory 
in dramatic second-round finish.
 Sophomore Ben McLachlan holds 
the Bears’ only singles ranking at No. 37, and is half of the 33rd-ranked 
doubles team with junior Carlos Cueto. Cal’s roster also features the third-
ranked doubles team in the nation in senior Nick Andrews and junior 
Christoffer Konigsfeldt.
 Andrews will serve as the Bears’ team captain this season, but he will 

Vidaller Miccini

Cueto Andrews
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have plenty of help from transfer senior Ahmed Ismail and Tommie Murphy. 
Down the lineup, junior Riki McLachlan has improved as he enters his third 
year and Cueto showed that he can control the top court with his success from 
a season ago.
 Four freshmen will provide a strong foundation of depth for the Bears. 
Redshirt freshman Chase Melton returned to action in the fall and will enter 
his first dual season with Cal. Transfer freshman Gregory Bayane, and local 
products Andrew Pises and Andrew Scholnick will also play valuable roles 
on a squad that looks to compete for the first-ever Pac-12 championship..

Oregon Ducks
Location: Eugene, Oregon
Head Coach: Nils Schyllander
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
17-5 Overall; 2-4 Pac-12

 Returning eight letterwinners from an 11-11 season in 2011, the Oregon 
Ducks reload a young and experienced team with goals to make a splash 
in the Pac-12 and NCAA Championships.  The Ducks are anchored by 
head coach Nils Schyllander, who heads into his sixth year at the helm.  
Schyllander has garnered a 53-64 record in his five seasons at Oregon, 
and after a 15-3 start to the spring dual season, has the Ducks in position 
to be the best Oregon men’s team in 15 years.
 The Ducks open Pac-12 play with the best statistical doubles tandem 

in program history in sophomore 
Robin Cambier and junior Jeff 
Mullen.  Together, the Oregon 
pairing has combined for a 24-1 
doubles record dating back to the 
fall and sport a perfect 15-0 record 
this spring competing exclusively 
at No. 1 doubles.  Cambier and 
Mullen set the school record for 

doubles wins in a season (20) passing Mike Goldstein and John DeVorss’s 
19-6 1995 season on Mar. 10, 2012.
 Oregon has leaned on its pair of core sophomores Cambier and Alex 
Rovello in singles play.  For Cambier, the Brussels, Belgium native has 
provided limitless energy and enthusiasm en route to a 15-1 spring singles 
record, including a season high 15-match winning streak.  Cambier was 
featured as the Pac-12’s Player of the Week for the week of Mar. 5-11.  
For Rovello, the sophomore has grown to relish the role of No. 1 singles.  
In his two years at Oregon, the Portland, Ore. native has accumulated 21 
singles victories at No. 1 singles, in large part to a 10-4 record in 2012.  
Rovello is a combined 26-5 in singles and doubles this season for the 
Ducks.
 The Ducks return all six of their Pac-12 Championship qualifiers from 
last year while adding two players to the fold who appear to be Ojai-
bound.  Mullen joins the Ducks as a transfer from Boise State University.  

The Reno, Nev. native has strengthened the middle of the Ducks’ singles 
line up competing primarily at No. 3 singles having compiled an 8-5 
record to date.  Freshman addition Daniel Sardu has been a welcome 
spark for the Ducks, as well.  The Sopron, Hungary native has amassed a 
12-3 singles record, while contributing 10 wins on the doubles side.
 The Ducks have been ranked in 2011-12 Campbell/ITA College Tennis 
Rankings for the entirety of the dual season reaching as high as No. 38 on 
Feb. 28.  Individually, Rovello has been the only Duck to crack the ITA 
top-125 debuting at No. 122 on Feb. 16.

Stanford Cardinal
Location: Stanford, California
Head Coach: John Whitlinger
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
14-7 Overall; 4-2 Pac-12

 Stanford rolls into the final month of the regular season with a 12-5 overall 
record, and a 2-0 mark in Pac-12 play. The Cardinal has maintained its 
standing among the nation’s top-10 programs throughout the year, checking 
in as high as No. 6.
 The Cardinal enjoyed an outstanding performance at the National Team 
Indoor Championships in February, coming away with a 2-1 record with 
victories over Baylor and Kentucky. One week later, Stanford posted a 6-1 
victory over rival California in the first of two matchups.

 Stanford’s strength rests at the top 
of the lineup, with seniors Bradley 
Klahn and Ryan Thacher leading 
the way. Both players are ranked 
nationally in singles, holding down 
the top two spots of the lineup. 
Thacher has been solid for the 
Cardinal all season, while Klahn 

is beginning to adjust after missing 
essentially the entire year with a back injury.
 Together, Klahn and Thacher have combined to form one of the nation’s 
top doubles teams. As both players compete in their final season in 2012, the 
hope is for another deep run in the NCAA Tournament. Klahn and Thacher 
came up one step short in 2011 during their quest for Stanford’s first NCAA 
doubles crown since 2004, falling to Texas A&M’s Jeff Dadamo and Austin 
Krajicek in the title match. In early March, Klahn and Thacher won their 
eighth doubles title since pairing up as freshmen three years ago, repeating 
as champions at the Pacific Coast Doubles Championships.
 The Cardinal has also received some welcomed production at the bottom 
of its lineup, with freshmen John Morrissey and Robert Stineman producing 
consistent seasons so far. Morrissey and Stineman have each won 10 dual 
matches, playing primarily on courts five and six.
 This year’s Pac-12 Championships will offer Stanford another opportunity 
to gain momentum heading into the postseason. Klahn advanced to the 
singles title match last year, playing in his third final in three seasons.

Rovello Cambier Klahn Thacher
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University of Utah
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah
Head Coach: F.D. Robbins
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
11-11 Overall; 0-6 Pac-12
 

 Despite having a young team, the University of Utah men’s tennis team 
is loaded with talent and looking to prove itself a worthy competitor at its 
first-ever appearance at the Pac-12 Championships in 2012. At the helm 
of Utah’s program is 25-year veteran head coach F.D. Robbins, who has 
led the Utes to four conference championships and six NCAA tournament 
appearances.
 The Utes are led by returning 2011 All-Mountain West Conference 
singles selection senior Benito Suriano, along with junior Dmytro 
Mamedov. Joining Suriano and Mamedov are sophomores Devin Lane, 
Alejandro Medinilla, and Ben 
Tasevac. Lane has tallied an 
impressive 12-4 dual-match record 
this season, while Medinilla is 
currently 9-2.
 In addition to the five returning 
letterwinners, Utah has added four 
newcomers to this year’s lineup, 
including freshman Slim Hamza, a 
former top-100 ranked junior in the world, from Tunisia, Africa. Hamza 
currently holds a nearly-perfect individual dual-match record of 14-2, and 
teams up with Lane in doubles to hold the Utes’ best doubles dual-match 
record of 10-3.
 Hamza is joined by freshmen Justin Archer, Canada’s fourth-ranked 
U18 recruit Rafael Davidian, and 2010 five-star recruit Ace Matias. 
Davidian has earned a 9-5 singles record, while Matias has compiled a 
record of 7-4 this year and teams up with Medinilla in doubles for an 11-7 
overall record.
 Heading into Pac-12 action, the Utes had accumulated a record of 11-5, 
their best pre-conference record since 2006, when the Utes were 13-6 and 
ranked No. 58.  

UCLA Bruins
Location: Los Angeles, California
Head Coach: Billy Martin
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
20-2 Overall; 6-0 Pac-12

 Ranked among the top teams in the nation all season, the UCLA men’s 
tennis team has every reason to believe that it can contend for a Pac-12 
Championship in 2012. Head coach Billy Martin brings an overall record of 
401-86 into this season, his 19th at the helm of the Bruin program. UCLA 
is aiming for the school’s first conference championship since 2007.
 An added boost to the lineup this season is the return of redshirt senior Nick 
Meister, who missed all of 2011 while recovering from hip surgery. Meister 
was the team’s No. 1 player in 2010, and was sorely missed last season, as 
the Bruins were beaten in the round of 16 of the NCAA Championships. 
It marked the team’s earliest exit from the tournament since 1988.  As the 
team’s only senior, Meister is the veteran on a squad that features mostly 
freshmen and sophomores. Joining Meister in the top-half of the lineup are 
sophomore Clay Thompson and freshman Dennis Novikov.  Thompson is 
coming off an outstanding fall season, as he captured the singles title at 
the Southern California Intercollegiates in November. He usually plays at 
the No. 2 spot in the singles lineup, but has seen some action at the No. 1 
position.  Novikov, who recently joined the team in March, could be the 
missing piece that finally helps UCLA dethrone USC from atop the Pac-
12 standings.  He recently completed a stellar junior career, where he was 
ranked among the top 30 players in the ITF World Rankings.
 UCLA features one of the deepest teams in America, and Martin has his 
pick of players who can fill out the final three spots in the singles lineup. 
Leading the way are freshman Marcos Giron and sophomore Adrien Puget. 
Giron was arguably the top recruit in the nation a year ago, as he was listed 

No. 1 overall in the class of 2011, 
according to TennisRecruiting.
net.  He has already proven he 
can handle pressure situations, 
as he won the deciding singles 
match in a 4-3 victory over No. 12 
Pepperdine in February. In addition 
to his contribution in singles, Puget 
is one of the top doubles players on 

the team, and will be counted on heavily in both areas if UCLA is to contend 
for a conference title.
 Rounding out the singles lineup are freshman Dennis Mkrtchian, and 
juniors Maxime Tabatruong and Alex Brigham.  Mkrtchian was the first 
player on the team to win 20 matches this season, while both Tabatruong 
and Brigham have contributed significantly in the lower-half of the lineup..

Thompson Meister

Suriano Mamedov
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.Washington Huskies
Location: Seattle, Washington
Head Coach: Matt Anger
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
14-7 Overall; 2-4 Pac-12
 

 Last season, a senior-laden Husky men’s tennis team tied for third in the 
Pac-10, and reached the NCAA tournament for the 17th consecutive season, 
advancing to the second round. But as is the nature of college athletics, last 
year’s experienced squad gives way to the next year’s group of youngsters, 
and Washington has a much different look to its lineup in 2012.
 Head Coach Matt Anger is, of course, no stranger to this phenomenon, 
and the winningest coach in school history can hardly wait to see his 
current team tested. The Huskies posted impressive non-conference wins 
over the likes of Michigan, Tulsa, and twice over Louisville.
Washington only has two seniors on the 10-man roster, and just two 
players that started more than five dual singles matches entering the 
spring; but with the inexperience comes a desire to work hard, earn a spot 
in the lineup, and prove themselves on the court.
The most experienced player on the squad will hold the top position, as 
junior Kyle McMorrow looks to continue to raise his game and solidify 
himself as one of the best in the Pac-12, and, by extension, the country. 
McMorrow has cracked the top 10 
of the ITA singles rankings this 
year, and has been in the top 25 all 
spring.
 After McMorrow, the returner 
with the most match play is 
Marton Bots, who is really just 
in his second full season despite 
being a junior in eligibility. Bots 
was a very consistent winner in 
the lower half of UW’s lineup last season, and he’s moved up well to No. 
3 singles this spring.
A trio of local standouts has helped replenish the starting singles lineup. 
Sophomore Max Manthou (Tacoma, Wash.), redshirt freshman Nicholas 
Kamisar (Sammamish, Wash.), and true freshman Emmett Egger 
(Issaquah, Wash.) have all experienced their first consistent playing time, 
with Egger settling in at No. 2 singles and No. 1 doubles with McMorrow 
for most of the season.
 UW’s only two seniors, Matt Stith and Skyler Tateishi, provide veteran 
leadership, with Stith starting regularly in doubles and Tateishi subbing 
in singles. Freshman Jeff Hawke has been another doubles starter, and 
Viktor Farkas from Slovakia joined the team in January, and instantly 
entered the starting singles lineup.  

USC Trojans
Location: Los Angeles, California
Head Coach: Peter Smith
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
25-0 Overall; 6-0 Pac-12
 

 The USC men’s tennis team is in pursuit of a fourth straight NCAA 
Team Championship, with two powerful seniors leading the way in their 
final season as Trojans. Steve Johnson and Daniel Nguyen have been key 
members of USC’s past three national championship efforts, with Nguyen 
clinching the title wins in 2009 and 2011, while Johnson emerged as the 
2011 NCAA Singles Champion last season. He and Nguyen set up defense 
of that pile of crowns this year, with head coach Peter Smith looking to 
keep adding trophies to his office as well.
 Johnson and Nguyen have a talented group of underclassmen hitting 
their strides alongside their senior leaders this season. Sophomores 
Emilio Gomez and Ray Sarmiento experienced what it takes to win it all 
last year as freshmen. This year, 
the Trojans have injected more 
fresh talent into the mix in the 
form of Yannick Hanfmann and 
Roberto Quiroz, who have already 
proven themselves as winners on 
the singles and doubles courts.
 USC already has one team title 
in the books this season as USC 
exacted some sweet revenge at the 2012 ITA National Team Indoor 
Championships by charging to the title in Charlottesville, Va. The Trojans 
took their only two losses of 2011 at the tourney last season, but made sure 
not to stumble at all in this year’s campaign, beating No. 20 Tennessee, 
No. 10 Duke, No. 4 Georgia, and finally No. 3 Ohio State to claim the 
Trojans’ third title at the national indoor event, with the last coming in 
1988.
 USC finished 2011 on a 19-match winning streak that carried the 
Trojans to their third straight NCAA championship for a final 27-2 overall 
record. Junior Steve Johnson would win 35 straight singles matches en 
route to becoming the 2011 NCAA Singles champion as well. The title 
run made Johnson the first USC player – since the dual-match format 
was incorporated into the NCAA championships in 1977 – ever to win a 
team and singles title in the same year. Johnson was named the 2011 ITA 
National Player of the Year and also earned All-American honors along 
with freshman Ray Sarmiento, who reached the NCAA singles Round 
of 16. USC head coach Peter Smith was named the Pac-10 Coach of the 
Year in leading the Trojans to their first undefeated conference finish 
since 1987. Johnson was named the Pac-10 Player of the Year, joined by 
teammates Jaak Poldma (first team), Sarmiento, (second team), Nguyen 
and Emilio Gomez (honorable mention) on the all-conference honor roll. 

Nguyen

Egger

Johnson

McMorrow
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Pac-12 Women Individuals Battle for Conference Title
Arizona Wildcats
Location: Tucson, Arizona
Head Coach: Vicky Maes
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
14-8 Overall; 4-5 Pac-12 
 

 The No. 28 Arizona women’s 
tennis team has had a successful 
2012 season after advancing to 
the NCAA Tournament in 2011.
 The Wildcats posted an 
impressive non-conference 
season, earning a 10-3 record 
without playing any opponents 
ranked outside the top 75. Their 
most impressive win came in a 

5-2 decision over No. 20 Saint Mary’s.
 Arizona has also seen success in the Pac-12 season, as it fell to 
Washington State in its first conference match, but rebounded with 
wins over Washington and Oregon the next weekend.
 Throughout the season, Arizona has not lost at home, going 
undefeated in 10 matches. In addition, the Wildcats have won seven 
straight doubles points going into California.
 Sophomore Lacey Smyth has consistently played at the No. 1 spot 
for Arizona, while seniors Natasha Marks and Sarah Landsman have 
played at Nos. 2 and 3. Sophomores Kim Stubbe and Susan McRann 
have played at Nos. 4 and 5 consistently, while senior Debora Castany 
and freshman Laura Oldham have traded off at No. 6.
 In doubles play, Smyth and Marks have played at No. 1, Landsman 
and freshman Hailey Johnson have been the consistent No. 2 and 
Stubbe and McRann at No. 3.

Arizona State Sun Devils
Location: Tempe, Arizona
Head Coach: Sheila McInerney
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
11-8 Overall; 3-6 Pac-12

 Led by returning sophomore Jacqueline Cako, who was ranked ninth in the 
country at the beginning of April, the Sun Devils are working their way through 
the thick of the Pac-12 schedule to be a contender in the Pac-12 tournament. ASU 
is 2-3 in the Pac-12 (as of April 6), with the Sun Devils earning conference wins 
against Oregon and Washington at home in Tempe, Ariz.
 Head Coach Sheila McInerney is in her 27th season at the helm of the histori-
cally successful ASU Squad. McIn-
erney’s Sun Devils made their 24th 
consecutive NCAA Championship 
appearance in 2011, and advanced to 
the second round. Under her direction, 
the Sun Devils finished fourth in the 
Pac-10 in 2011, earning upset victo-
ries over Cal and USC for the second-
straight season.
 In the current 2012 duals season, Ari-
zona State has made its mark early, with wins over Texas Tech, San Diego, North-
ern Arizona and Sacramento State. The Devils have seen strong performances 
from Senior Michelle Brycki at the No. 2 spot, going 8-6 in the 2012 duals season.
 With a roster consisting of only two seniors, freshman Joanna Smith has made 
strong contributions at the No. 5 and 6 spots, currently standing at 9-5. Smith has 
been calm under pressure this season, securing the winning team point on multiple 
occasions.
 Sophomore Jacqueline Cako, however, has remained the anchor for the 2012 
squad, coming off a strong fall campaign, which saw the sophomore compete in 
the ITA All-American Championship finals. Despite finishing as runner-up, Cako 
notched four victories, including a win over reigning NCAA singles champion and 
No. 1-ranked Jana Juricova of California in the tournament quarterfinals. Cako has 
gone 13-1 on the 2012 season, suffering her first loss at the hands of No. 3 Nicole 
Gibbs of Stanford in late March.
 On top of being a student at the Barrett Honors College at Arizona State, Cako 
was selected by the USTA to represent the United States at the Masters BNP Pari-
bas in France, where she was part of an eight-person squad that defeated France in 
the finals, 4-3..

Smyth Marks

Cako Brycki
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California Golden Bears
Location: Berkeley, California
Head Coach: Amanda Augustus
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
16-5 Overall; 8-1 Pac-12

 The California women’s tennis team returns a solid core of experienced 
players to go with a youth movement that has quickly established itself as 
a viable cog to Cal’s success.
 Last spring, the Golden Bears made their 30th appearance in the NCAA 
championship tournament and advanced to the round of 16 as the ninth 
seed. Top-ranked Jana Juricova captured the 2011 NCAA singles title—
Cal’s second—in her fifth consecutive singles championship title match 
appearance.
 Head coach Amanda Augustus, who opened the year just two wins shy 

of her 100th as a collegiate head 
coach, has guided her Cal squads 
to three 20-win seasons and made 
history as her Bears advanced 
to the NCAA title match in each 
of her first two seasons. Juricova 
and seniors Stephany Chang and 
Catalina Visico were part of the 
2008-09 squad that made its run to 
the championship match.

 Cal’s seniors have a more-than-worthy group of Bears to lead into battle 
this spring. The team boasted six singles players ranked in the top 85 of 
the first 2012 ITA rankings. Juricova led the way at No. 5, but freshman 
Zsofi Susanyi was not far behind at No. 21. Junior Tayler Davis (No. 32), 
sophomore Anett Schutting (No. 64), freshman Cecilia Estlander (No. 
74), and junior Annie Goransson (No. 81) rounded out Cal’s formidable 
singles lineup.
 Sophomore Alice Duranteau enjoyed a successful fall season, and could 
be a factor in the spring and freshman walk-on Laura Posylkin joined the 
Bears after the fall season to add to the team’s depth.
 With the addition of Colorado and Utah to the Pac-12 conference this 
season, the Bears have a treacherous road schedule through which the 
team has back-to-back weekends in the northwest to take on Washington 
and Oregon, and then to the mountains to take on Colorado and Utah.
 Cal always faces some of the toughest competition in the country as 
part of the Pac-12 and this season is no different. The road back to the 
NCAA championship match won’t be an easy one, but this Bear squad 
knows what it takes and has all of the pieces it needs to make it.

Colorado Buffaloes
Location: Boulder, Colorado
Head Coach: Nicole Kenneally
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
7-13 Overall; 0-9 Pac-12
 

 Youth is being served with the University of Colorado Buffaloes for the 
second straight spring season. In the final year of the Big 10 Conference 
with one senior on their roster, the 
Buffs suffered through their worst 
season ever, a 3-19 record and a 
winless conference mark of 0-11.
 Entering the 2011-12 season, 
CU finds itself in a familiar 
role, again with one senior. In 
addition to battling a tough Pac-12 
Conference in its inaugural year, 
CU faces nine nationally ranked opponents among the conference’s 11 
tennis programs.
 Thirteen-year head coach Nicole Kenneally will again rely on 
underclassmen to rebuild the team. With one senior, Ania Anuszkiewicz, 
and no juniors on the 2011-12 roster, Kenneally turns to a trio of 
sophomores that saw significant time on both singles and doubles courts a 
year ago.
 Sophomores Winde Janssens, Carla Manzi Tenorio, and Kristina 
Schleich have gained valuable experience and look to build on their initial 
season into a stronger second year. Redshirt-sophomore Erin Sanders 
returns from missing all of last spring with an injury, brining experience 
and leadership to the youthful Buff squad.
 Kenneally will also look to 17-year-old freshman Julyette Steur, who 
began her career in January of 2012. Steur moved up immediately tying 
for the most dual wins (9). Although the team suffered five-straight losses 
to ranked opponents (Nebraska, Cal, Stanford, UCLA, USC) in March, 
it was Steur who pushed her opponents to three sets in four of those five 
matches, winning one of them, defeating UCLA senior and then-No. 104 
ranked McCall Jones in straight sets (6-2, 6-3) at the No. 2 position. 

Juricova Davis

Schleich Janssens
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Oregon Ducks
Location: Eugene, Oregon
Head Coach: Paul Reber
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
12-8 Overall; 2-7 Pac-12

 The 2011-12 Oregon Ducks return five starters from a team that 
went 7-15 and placed two singles and one doubles team in the Pac-
10 Championships.  Head coach Paul Reber, in his sixth season at the 
helm, has amassed an overall record of 45-67.  Reber leads a veteran and 
improving group whose early success in non-conference play has built 
confidence heading into the Pac-12 season and has goals of advancing in 
the inaugural Pac-12 Individual Championships.
 The loss of senior Pavlina Smatova at No. 1 singles was the biggest 
hole for the Ducks to fill coming into the season.  In Smatova, Oregon 
had its only singles player to advance past the first round in the Pac-10 
Championships a year ago, defeating UCLA’s Nina Pantic, 6-2, 6-3.  The 
Ducks quickly found their answer in junior Julia Metzger.  The Perrysburg, 

Ohio native has led Ducks at No. 1 
singles, compiling a record of 8-4 
at the top spot and 9-5 overall.  
 Including Metzger, the Ducks 
have three singles players who 
pose match-up issues and are 
poised to make runs in Ojai, Calif. 
in late April.  Senior Trudie du Toit 
has been the emotional captain for 

the team this season.  The lone senior has moved around the middle of the 
singles lineup but has been the picture of consistency for Oregon which 
is reflected in her 9-5 record this spring.  Junior Patricia Skowronski has 
been a mainstay at No. 2 singles, accruing an 8-4 record at the spot with 
an 8-6 record overall.
 The Ducks have been dependent on their doubles play all season long, 
having won the doubles point in all nine of their wins and lost the point 
in all seven of their losses on the year.  Leading the way has been the 
combination of Skowronski and freshman Sofia Hager.  The Oregon duo 
has played exclusively at No. 1 doubles, tallying a 7-7 record through 
early April.  Backing up the No. 1 spot has been du Toit and Metzger who 
have played their way to an 8-5 record this spring.
 Providing support in the singles lineup have been underclassmen 
Hager and Rabea Stueckemann.  Hager, playing as a true freshman, has 
contributed seven wins to just six losses at the No. 3 and 4 singles spots.  
Stueckemann, a late addition to the regular lineup, has been a welcome 
surprise at No. 5 and 6 singles, amassing a solid 7-5 record to date.
 Oregon debuted in the 2011-12 Campbell/ITA College Tennis Rankings 
for the first time on Mar. 13 at No. 68..

Stanford Cardinal
Location: Stanford, California
Head Coach: Lele Forood
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
16-1 Overall; 7-1 Pac-12
 

 Stanford enters the month of April undefeated through its first 14 
matches. Ranked among the nation’s top-10 for the majority of the year, 
the Cardinal has been dominant in its victories, having yet to surrender 
three points to an opponent this season.
 Stanford’s signature victory to date was a 5-2 home win over Florida 

back on Feb. 12, when the Cardinal 
was ranked No. 2 and the Gators 
were No. 1. The highly anticipated 
regular-season matchup 
represented a rematch of the last 
two national championships, with 
Stanford winning in 2010 and 
Florida taking home the hardware 
in 2011. Stanford swept all three 

doubles matches to take a 1-0 lead and picked up singles victories on 
courts two, three, four and six.
 Even more encouraging, Stanford has been unstoppable even without 
the services of sophomore Kristie Ahn, who has appeared in only three 
dual matches as she recovers from a foot injury. An All-American in 
singles, Ahn was named last year’s ITA National Rookie of the Year and 
the Pac-10 Freshman of the Year.
 That’s exactly what makes Stanford so dangerous. Of the eight players 
on the Cardinal’s roster, four have earned All-America honors at least 
once. The roster currently boasts four nationally-ranked players, including 
two in the top five. Junior Mallory Burdette won the NCAA Doubles title 
last year, and clinched Stanford’s national championship as a rookie. 
Sophomore Nicole Gibbs earned All-America accolades in a freshman 
campaign that saw her rack up a team-high 46 victories. Perhaps the best 
example of Stanford’s depth was junior Stacey Tan, earning a runner-up 
finish in the NCAA Singles Championship despite playing the majority 
of her matches at No. 5 during the regular season. Meanwhile, freshman 
Ellen Tsay has been ranked throughout her rookie year by routinely 
breezing past opponents in the lower half of the lineup.
 Stanford is 6-0 in Pac-12 play, looking to wrap up the conference title 
once again. The Cardinal will start its postseason run at this year’s Pac-12 
Championships, with Ahn looking to defend her singles title. 

Metzger du Toit

Burdette Gibbs
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UCLA Bruins
Location: Los Angeles, California
Head Coach: Stella Sampras Webster
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
21-1 Overall; 8-1 Pac-12
 

 The UCLA women’s tennis team is in the midst of one of the best 
seasons in program history, as the Bruins started out with an 18-0 record 
(as of April 6) to mark the team’s best start in 22 years. UCLA also 
captured the school’s first ITA National Team Indoor Championship in 
February.  The victory earned UCLA the No. 1 ranking in America, a 
position it hasn’t held since winning the 2008 NCAA title. Head coach 

Stella Sampras Webster brings an 
overall record of  272-120 into 
the 2012 season, her 16th as head 
coach at UCLA.
 Much of the buzz around the 
program this season has centered 
on UCLA’s freshman class, which 
has hit the ground running since 
arriving in Westwood. Robin 

Anderson, Skylar Morton, Kaitlin Ray and Chanelle Van Nguyen have 
all earned starting roles for the Bruins, and have excelled well beyond 
their years. It shouldn’t come as a surprise, as all four players were listed 
as Blue Chip recruits according to the website TennisRecruiting.net. 
Anderson was the prize recruit of the group, as she was listed No. 1 in 
the class of 2011.  She made waves even before arriving at UCLA, as she 
won the USTA National Playoff to earn a spot in the qualifying draw of 
the 2011 U.S. Open.  So far this season, she has been listed in the top 10 
nationally of the ITA Rankings in both singles and doubles.  Anderson and 
Morton have teamed together in doubles, holding down the No. 1 position 
for much of the season.  Ray and Van Nguyen have been nothing short of 
spectacular in the bottom-half of the singles lineup, as the two owned a 
combined singles record of 42-3 (as of March 31).
 In addition to the freshmen, UCLA relies heavily on upperclassmen  
McCall Jones, Pamela Montez and Carling Seguso.  Jones was the team’s  
No. 1 player a year ago, playing well enough to earn a spot in the  
64-player singles draw at the NCAA Championships.  She has played 
mostly at the No. 2 position, behind Anderson, in 2012.  Montez has also 
made a major contribution in singles, holding down the No. 3 spot in the 
lineup for much of the season.  Seguso has contributed mostly in doubles, 
teaming with McCall Jones at the No. 2 spot.
 Unfortunately for UCLA, sophomore Courtney Dolehide has missed 
much of the season due to injury, but she is hoping to make a return to the 
lineup in time for Ojai.

USC Women of Troy
Location: Los Angeles, California
Head Coach: Richard Gallien
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
19-3 Overall; 8-1 Pac-12

 The 2012 USC women are a young crew this season, boasting just one 
senior in Alison Ramos. Ramos was a freshman when USC won its first-
ever Pac-10 Championship in 2009. Now in her final season at Troy, Ramos 
has a group of talented teammates by her side as USC powers toward the 
postseason under head coach Richard Gallien. Freshman Sabrina Santamaria 
became the fourth straight Trojan to win the ITA Southwest Region Singles 
Championship, and her fellow freshman Zoe Scandalis won the Freeman 
Memorial title. Santamaria also teamed up with sophomore Kaitlyn Christian 
to win the ITA National Indoor Doubles Championship, becoming the first 
USC doubles team -- female or male -- to win the doubles crown at the 
tourney. Another freshman, Gabriella DeSimone, has been the clincher in 
numerous USC dual-match wins this season. Meanwhile, juniors Danielle 
Lao and Valeria Pulido have also 
impressed. Lao won the National 
Collegiate Tennis Classic singles 
title, and Pulido won a bronze 
medal at the Pan-American Games 
in the fall playing doubles for 
Mexico.
 As a team, the Women of 
Troy made their first strides of 
the season at the ITA National Team Indoor Championships, where USC 
reached the semifinals for the first time since 2003 and third time overall. 
In the quarterfinals, USC locked in on its best start since 1999 in claiming 
its seventh straight win of 2012 with a 4-1 comeback win over No. 17 
Tennessee.
 Last year, USC posted a 15-8 record and a 4-4 finish in Pac-10 play. The 
Trojans wound up the year ranked No. 19 in the final ITA team rankings after 
reaching the NCAA Second Round. In NCAA individual action, Kaitlyn 
Christian and Maria Sanchez made history with an appearance in the NCAA 
Doubles Semifinals, becoming the first Women of Troy team ever to reach the 
NCAA doubles semis. Both earned ITA All-American honors in 2011, with 
freshman Christian also named the ITA Southwest Region Player to Watch, 
and senior Sanchez the ITA National Senior Player of the Year to go along 
with her honor as the Pac-10 Player of the Year. Danielle Lao was named to 
the All-Pac-10 Second Team. Playing in the NCAA individual tournament 
were Christian (doubles), Lao (singles), Valeria Pulido (doubles), Alison 
Ramos (doubles) and Sanchez (singles and doubles). Final ITA rankings had 
Sanchez No. 3 in singles and No. 5 in doubles with Christian. Christian was 
No. 90 in singles, and Lao was No. 23 in singles. Pulido/Ramos were No. 28 
in doubles.

Jones Anderson

Lao Scandalis

15



Utah Utes
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah
Head Coach: Mat Iandolo
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
10-10 Overall; 2-7 Pac-12

 The Utah women’s tennis team looks to carry the momentum from back-
to-back NCAA tournament appearances and conference titles throughout the 
2012 season and into the Pac-12 Conference. Led by two-time MWC Coach 
of the Year Mat Iandolo, the Utes are returning five members from last year’s 

team, including three of their four 
all-conference players.
 The Utes are anchored by 
the 2010-11 Mountain West 
Conference Women’s Tennis 
player of the year, senior Anastasia 
Putilina, who was also named to 
the all-MWC team for both singles 
and doubles. Utah also returns All-

MWC singles player sophomore Sarah Pham, who went a perfect 8-0 in 
conference singles play. Pham was one of three Utes who reached the 20-
win mark, ending her freshman year with an overall record of 26-11. Joining 
Putilina and Pham is sophomore Lucia Kovarcikova, who came to Utah last 
year as a true freshman at the start of the spring semester.
 The Utes added four newcomers to their lineup this year, including 
sophomore Callie Craig, who transferred from BYU, where she earned All-
MWC singles and doubles honors as a freshman. Along with Craig, Utah 
brought in talented freshmen Danielle Flores, Natasha Smith and Sammie 
Watson.
 In early March of this year, Utah cracked the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association’s top 30, earning its highest midseason ranking in 21 years. 

Washington Huskies
Location: Seattle, Washington
Head Coach: Jill Hultquist
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
7-12 Overall; 1-8 Pac-12

 The 2012 women’s tennis season could be considered “phase three” for 
head coach Jill Hultquist as she heads into her seventh season. The first 
arduous step was rebuilding the team in 2006 and 2007 when wins and a 
full roster were hard to come by. With an influx of talent, the second phase 
has seen the Huskies advance to four consecutive NCAA Championships, 
advancing at least to the second round in the past three years.
But now the turnover is complete, as every member of that first team to 
return UW to postseason play--including two-time All-American Venise 
Chan--has now graduated. That means the four returners have known 
nothing but NCAA expectations, and those expectations will not change, 
with four new freshmen on the roster that could provide a foundation for 
the program as it chases further tourney bids and higher rankings.
But the newcomers will have as good a leader as they could hope for in 
senior Denise Dy, who gives Hultquist an anchor to the young lineup. 
One of the greatest Huskies in history, Dy has been ranked in the top 20 
by the ITA in singles for all of the past three seasons, but a wrist injury 
has hampered her at times this spring and forced her to miss a handful 
of matches. The Huskies are hoping to have their senior All-American 

healthy come postseason play.
Another senior looking to help lead 
UW to the tourney for the fourth 
time in her career is Samantha 
Smith. The four-year starter is 
close to breaking into the Husky 
career top 10 singles wins list. 
Sophomore Andjela Nemcevic 
has made great strides after a knee 

injury prematurely ended her freshman season, and has moved up to the 
No. 2 singles spot. Senior Adrijana Pavlovic also could contribute now, 
with a full year under her belt after transferring in part way through the 
2011 season.
The freshman group logged a lot of miles to reach their new Seattle home. 
Capucine Gregoire comes from Sevres, France, just outside of Paris. 
Julija Lukac is a native of Belgrade in Serbia, and Natali Coronel is up 
from Lomas de Zamora, Argentina. The shortest trip was made by the 
newest team member, Riko Shimizu, who joined the Dawgs at the start of 
the dual season from Ojai, California. All four have started consistently, 
giving UW more depth than it has had in Hultquist’s tenure.

Putilina

Nemcevic

Pham

Dy
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Washington State Cougars
Location: Pullman, Washington
Head Coach: Lisa Hart
2011-12 Record (as of April 17):
18-5 Overall; 6-3 Pac-12

 Head coach Lisa Hart is in her ninth season leading the Washington 
State Cougar tennis program, and is enjoying one of her finest campaigns 
to date. Entering the 2012 dual-match season, the Cougars were primed 
to make a move up the national rankings, as it returned its top five singles 
players from last year’s squad, along with three freshmen who have 
battled for playing time.
 WSU is looking to return to the NCAA Championships for the first 
time since the 2008 season, and through the end of March has put itself 
in a favorable position. The Cougars ended the month with a 14-5 record 
and a No. 44 national ranking, with wins over No. 26 Arizona and No. 27 
Arizona State, the first time in school history WSU has swept the Arizona 
schools.
 The Cougars are led by senior Elisabeth Fournier, who this spring 
became WSU’s all-time wins leader, and junior Liudmila Vasilieva, who 
has reached a high singles ranking of 43 this season. Through the end 
of March, Vasilieva led the team with 28 wins (and just 5 losses) while 
Fournier is right behind at 27-6. Both players are looking for return trips 
to the NCAA Singles Championships after both participated in the 2010 
championships.
 Juniors Ksenia Googe and Andjela Kankaras provide experience in 
the middle of the lineup and are enjoying their finest seasons at WSU. 
Entering April, Googe has posted a 23-9 record while Kankaras, the team 

captain, was 21-12. Freshman 
Elizaveta Luzina has made an 
immediate impact, going 22-7 
in matches entering April while 
another freshman, Charlotte 
Koning, is 15-5 on the season. 
Sophomore Olga Musilovich, 
who recorded 20 wins last year, 
along with freshman Anatasia 

Romantsova, give the Cougars their greatest depth in many years.
 WSU boasts a competitive schedule this season as 10 teams on the 2012 
slate participated in last year’s NCAA Championship, including last year’s 
national runner-up Stanford. Five of WSU’s seven road matches come 
against teams nationally ranked entering the year, while the home slate 
includes six conference opponents, five of which were ranked last season.

Fournier Vasilieva

12 of 19 Current Pac-12 Coaches  
Played at The Ojai

 Pac-12 men’s tennis coaches Peter Smith of USC and Peter 

Wright of Cal may not have had as much success as three of their 

fellow men’s coaching peers playing at The Ojai, but they still both 

have vivid recollections of playing the tournament in the mid 1980s.

 Stanford’s John Whitlinger and UCLA’s Billy Martin each 

won the Pac-8 singles title, in 1974 and 1975 respectively, while 

Washington’s Matt Anger was a finalist in 1983 playing for USC. 

Whitlinger beat Cardinal teammate Pat DuPre, then teamed with 

him to win the doubles.  Martin held off fellow Bruin Brian Teacher 

and Anger lost to Cal’s Randy Nixon all those years ago at storied 

Libbey Park.  Anger regrouped to win the Pac-10 Doubles the fol-

lowing year with Trojan teammate Anthony Emerson.

 Playing the team format at Ojai this year will not be anything 

new for Smith, who coached the Long Beach 49ers in dual matches 

at the Ojai Valley Racquet Club from 1988 to 1991. Smith played 

The Ojai Boys’ Interscholastic CIF division as a student for San 

Dieguito High School in Encinitas.

 “I would love to say there was a highlight but I lost first round 

of the CIF division to Stephen Aniston in someone’s backyard with 

50 of his closest friends watching,” said Smith. “Good memory but 

not a successful one.”

 Wright said you’d have to check the draws to see how he fared 

when he played at The Ojai for Cal from 1983-1986. “I didn’t 

have as good a record as many of my colleagues,” he said. “I don’t 

remember my exact results, so you might have to dig up a couple of 

results from the archives. I probably did better in doubles.”

 On the women’s side, seven of the 11 current Pac-12 women’s 

coaches played at The Ojai in various divisions.

 Veteran Arizona State women’s coach Sheila McInerney’s name 

shows up four times on the list of Ojai winners and finalists as she 

lost in the Women’s Intercollegiate final to USC teammate Barbara 

Hallquist in 1977 and won the doubles with Hallquist in 1979. She 

won the Women’s Open doubles in 1978 with Hallquist and lost in 

the 1980 Open doubles final.

 Also appearing four times in event finals is UCLA’s Stella Sam-

pras Webster, who won the 1989 Pac-10 doubles with partner Ma-

mie Ceniza and in 1991 she teamed with Kimberly Po to win again. 

In 1988 she made the Pac-10 singles  final falling to Stanford’s Lisa 

Green and in 1992 won the Women’s Open over Lisa Seemann.

 Cal coach Amanda Augustus, from Rancho Palos Verdes, ap-

peared in event finals at The Ojai six consecutive years, winning 

the girls’ 16s and 18s doubles titles in the mid-90s, and winning the 

Pac-10 doubles final in 1997 with partner Claire Curran.

 Stanford coach Lele Forood won the 1976 Women’s Intercol-

legiate over Hallquist (USC) while USC’s Richard Gallien won the 

Men’s Open singles title in 1983 and was a runner-up in the 1986 

Men’s Open doubles final.

 Arizona coach Vicky Maes lost the Pac-10 singles title in 1997 

to Stanford’s Julie Scott and Oregon head coach Paul Reber played 

The Ojai for Arizona State from 1992-94.
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Men’s Pac-10 Singles
Champion Runner-Up
1954 – Bob Perry (UCLA) Ron Livingston (UCLA)
1955 – Clif Mayne (Cal) Jack Frost (Stanford)
1956 – Alex Olmedo (USC) Mike Franks (UCLA)
1957 – Alex Olmedo (USC) Jon Douglas (Stanford)
1958 – Alex Olmedo (USC) Mike Franks (UCLA)
1959 – Allen Fox (UCLA) Norman Perry (UCLA)
1960 – Larry Nagler (UCLA) Allen Fox (UCLA)
1961 – Rafael Osuna (USC) Allen Fox (UCLA)
1962 – Bill Bond (USC) Rafael Osuna (USC)
1963 – Dennis Ralston (USC) Jim McManus (Cal)
1964 – Arthur Ashe (UCLA) Dennis Ralston (USC)
1965 – Arthur Ashe (UCLA) Tom Edlefsen (USC)
1966 – Stan Smith (USC) Tom Edlefsen (USC)
1967 – Stan Smith (USC) Bob Lutz (USC)
1968 – Stan Smith (USC) Bob Lutz (USC)
1969 – Bob Lutz (USC) Modesto Vasquez (UCLA)
1970 – Haroon Rahim (UCLA) Roscoe Tanner (Stanford)
1971 – Jeff Borowiak (UCLA) Jimmy Connors (UCLA)
1972 – Alex Mayer (Stanford) Raul Ramirez (USC)
1973 – Raul Ramirez (USC) John Andrews (USC)
1974 – John Whitlinger (Stanford) Pat DuPre (Stanford)
1975 – Billy Martin (UCLA) Brian Teacher (UCLA)
1976 – Peter Fleming (UCLA) Bruce Manson (USC)
1977 – Matthew Mitchell (Stanford) Bruce Manson (USC)
1978 – Robert Van’t Hof (USC) John Austin (UCLA)
1979 – Fritz Buehning (UCLA) Robert Van’t Hof (USC)
1980 – Robert Van’t Hof (USC) Robbie Ventor (UCLA)
1981 – Tim Mayotte (Stanford) Scott Davis (Stanford)
1982 – Scott Davis (Stanford) Marcel Freeman (UCLA)
1983 – Randy Nixon (Cal) Matt Anger (USC)
1984 – Michael Kures (UCLA) Jim Pugh (UCLA)
1985 – Dan Goldie (Stanford) Mark Basham (UCLA)
1986 – Brad Pearce (UCLA) Michael Kures (UCLA)
1987 – Patrick McEnore (Stanford) Luke Jensen (USC)
1988 – Brian Garrow (UCLA) Jeff Tarango (Stanford)
1989 – Pat Galbraith (UCLA) Buff Farrow (UCLA)
1990 – Jason Netter (UCLA) Alex O’Brien (Stanford)
1991 – Alex O’Brien (Stanford) Jonathan Stark (Stanford)
1992 – Alex O’Brien (Stanford) Mark Knowles (Stanford)
1993 – Fritz Bissel (UCLA) David Ekerot (USC)
1994 – Wayne Black (USC) Sargis Sargsian (Arizona State)
1995 – Scott Humphries (Stanford) Michael Hill (Cal)
1996 – Adam Peterson (USC) Cecil Mamiit (USC)
1997 – Bob Bryan (Stanford) Ryan Wolters (USC)
1998 – Paul Goldstein (Stanford) Ryan Wolters (USC)
1999 – Ryan Wolters (Stanford) Gustavo Marcaccio (Stanford)
2000 – Geoff Abrams (Stanford) Alex Kim (Stanford)
2001 – Ryan Moore (USC) KJ Hippensteel (Stanford)
2002 – Rodrigo Grilli (UCLA) Alex Vlaski (Washington)
2003 – Marcin Matkowski (UCLA) Alex Vlaski (Washington)
2004 – Sam Warburg (Stanford) Adriana Biasella (USC)
2005 – Sam Warburg (Stanford) Alex Vlaski (Washington)
2006 – Matt Bruch (Stanford) James Wan (Stanford)
2007 – Matt Bruch (Stanford) Alex Slovic (Washington)
2008 – Kaes Van’t Hof (USC) Robert Farah (USC)
2009 – Bradley Klahn (Stanford) Steve Johnson (USC)
2010 – Robert Farah (USC) Bradley Klahn (Stanford)
2011 – Steve Johnson (USC) Bradley Klahn (Stanford)

Women’s Pac-10 Singles
Champion Runner-Up
1987    Jane Thomas (UCLA) Allisa Finerman (Cal)
1988    Lisa Green (Stanford) Stella Sampras (UCLA)
1989    Sandra Birch (Stanford) Debbie Graham (Stanford)
1990    Debbie Graham (Stanford) Meredith McGrath (Stanford)
1991    Sandra Birch (Stanford) Kimberly Po (UCLA)
1992    Alix Creek (Univ. of Arizona) Petra Schmitt (USC)
1993    Alix Creek (Univ. of Arizona) Pam Nelson (Cal)
1994    Sandra De Silva (Stanford) Pam Nelson (Cal)
1995    Keri Phebus (UCLA) Pam Nelson (Cal)
1996    Julie Scott (Stanford) Karolina Bakalarova (USC)
1997    Julie Scott (Stanford) Vicky Maes (Univ. of Arizona)
1998    Annica Cooper (UCLA) Teryn Ashley (Stanford)
1999    Marissa Irvin (Stanford) Ditta Huber (USC)
2000    Sara Walker (UCLA) Allison Bradshaw (Arizona State)
2001    Adria Engel (Arizona State) Raquel Kops-Jones (Cal)
2002    Gabriela Lastra (Stanford) Jewel Peterson (USC)
2003    Daria Panova (Oregon) Raquel Kops-Jones (Cal)
2004    Raquel Kops-Jones (Cal) Alice Barnes (Stanford)
2005    Nicole Leimbach (USC) Alice Barnes (Stanford)
2006    Suzi Fodor (Cal) Amanda Fink (USC)
2007    Lindsey Nelson (USC) Susie Babos (Cal)
2008    Riza Zalameda (UCLA) Amanda Fink (USC)
2009    Amanda Fink (USC) Natasha Marks (Arizona)
2010    Yasmin Schnack (UCLA) Hilary Barte (Stanford)
2011    Kristie Ahn (Stanford) Maria Sanchez (USC)

Pac-10 Past Winners
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 Racquets, balls, nets, and action! Last April Ojai Valley students, along with parents and curious onlookers, 
packed the new Libbey Park QuickStart tennis courts to participate in Ventura County’s first official USTA 
sanctioned “10 and Under” tennis tournament using the QuickStart format, with smaller courts, lower nets, 
and lower-density balls. Thanks to a cooperative effort among Southern California USTA, represented by Gina 
Harvelka, the Ojai  Recreation Departmant, and the Ojai Valley Tennis Club, the 111th Ojai Tennis Tournament 
kicked off another weekend of historic tennis action with a round robin doubles challenge.
 Students from Oak Grove, Meiners Oaks, Montessori, San Antonio, and Summit schools who received free 
QuickStart tennis instruction through the valley-wide program brought their smiles and genuine enthusiasm 
to the courts. Quips and jokes flew as fast as the slices and the volleys, inspiring more than a few onlookers to 
consider taking up the sport.
 Doubles teams competed in a series of round robin matches until the finals, which included two teams each 
for girls and boys. Finalists for the girls division were Abbey Eads from Montessori and Holly Harrold from 
San Antonio. The winners were Julienne Thompson and Yulia Heggestad from Oak Grove School. Trevor 
Bradley and Max Golbere from San Antonio School won the boys’ division, while Iain Coyne and Cody 
Holder from Summit School came in close second.
 Challenged by his team’s finalist outcome, Cody Holder said to his partner, Iain Coyne, “I can’t wait to play 
the next tournament!”
 The 2nd Annual “10 and Under” tennis tournament will take place during The Ojai on Thursday, April 26th, 
at 3:30 p.m. at Lower Libbey and will include Ojai Valley students who participated in the free QuickStart 
tennis program during the 2011-2012 school year. Who knows? Maybe the next “Isner” or “Williams” will 
emerge from the ranks!

10 and Under Tourney

Major Change in Pac-12 Conference Play after 61 Years 
 The history of the “new” Pac-12 Conference starts this year with the addition of the University of Utah and the University of Colorado to the conference, and a 
change in format on the Men’s side.
 The storied history of the Pac-12 and The Ojai dates back to the original Pacific Coast Conference, which started playing Men’s conference matches as part of The 
Ojai Tournament in 1954, with the women beginning Pac-10 Conference matches at The Ojai in 1987.  In fact, many of the original conference schools sent players 
here to play in The Ojai as far back as 1911, competing in the broader Men’s Intercollegiate Championships.
 Historically the Pac-12 Conference has crowned an individual champion and runner-up in both singles and doubles at The Ojai.  Lists of all past Pac-10 Conference 
Men’s and Women’s Singles finalists are displayed on the facing page.  A team trophy has been awarded to the team accumulating the most individual singles and 
doubles match wins: the William L. Thacher Team Trophy for the Men, and the Anson S. Thacher Team Trophy for the Women.  However, in this 62nd year of 
participation in The Ojai, the Pac-12 Men are changing to a new format for determining their conference team champion.  
 This year the Men’s dual-match format will determine the conference champion, with all matches being played at Libbey Park beginning on Wednesday, April 25, 
and culminating with the team championship at 4 p.m., on Saturday, April 28.
 Teams will be seeded based on won-lost percentages during regular-season conference play. On Wednesday, matches between seed Nos. 5 and 8 and Nos. 6 and 7 
will open play. The No. 3 and No. 4 seeds will play the winners, respectively, on Thursday. The No. 1 and No. 2 seeds advance directly to the semifinal round on Friday.
 This dual match format is the standard college match format, used in regular Pac-12 conference play and in all other college league competition, including 
the season ending NCAA Division I Team Championships.   The winner of this new Men’s Team Championship at The Ojai will receive the Pac-12 Conference’s 
automatic entry into the NCAA Team championships.
 A team dual match begins with three doubles matches being played simultaneously, each played as an eight game “pro set.”  The three doubles matches are 
collectively worth one point, so the school winning two of the doubles matches receives the “doubles point.”
 Ten minutes following the doubles, the singles phase of the team match begins with the play of six concurrent singles matches, each using the standard best-of-three 
tiebreak sets format.  Each singles match is worth one point.  Once a team has won four points out of the total of seven (six singles points and one doubles point), the 
match is over.
 In 2012, the Pac-12 Women will continue to play their traditional individual championships here at The Ojai, in both the Championship and Invitational divisions.   
The Pac-12 Women’s team accumulating the most individual singles and doubles match wins in the Championship, and the Anson S. Thacher team trophy. 

The Ojai Tennis Tournament thanks the Ojai Valley Inn for their 
many years of supporting the tournament and our community. 
Your generosity in sharing your world-class resort is greatly 
appreciated. 
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76® Gas is making it even easier to be a fan of the Pac-12. 

To whom it may concern,

Please excuse your extremely hardworking 
employee, ____________, from work. (S)he has a 
case of Super-fan-itis.

Although not contagious, this condition has only 
one cure – a strict regimen of popcorn, nachos 
and high-fives at Pac-12 sporting events. Thank 
you for your complete understanding.

Sincerely,

Dr. Octane
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Adrenaline Collection vehicles are available at major market locations in the U.S. and Canada. All vehicles may not be available at all locations. 
Hertz rental age, driver, and credit qualifications apply. All other marks and logos are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

Get behind the wheel of this toxic orange, Hemi® V8, 372-horsepower Dodge Challenger and kick 
your rental experience into overdrive. Or try the Chevrolet Camaro SS and Ford Mustang GT  
Premium — modern specialty performance versions of some of the most legendary rides to 
hit the road. Hey, we don’t call it our Adrenaline Collection for nothing. Reserve one of 
these head-turners by contacting your travel agent or the Hertz Adrenaline Collection at 
1-800-654-3131, or visit hertz.com. And give your vacation a little more muscle.

® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. © 2011 Hertz System, Inc.  

You know you want me.



 For many years, the Ojai Junior divisions have featured some of the 
sport’s great champions.  The 2012 Ojai Tournament is no different and 
will once again serve as a showcase for some of California’s top talent.  
Tomorrow’s stars of the game will attempt to follow in the footsteps 
of former Ojai Junior champions, including Lindsay Davenport, Tracy 
Austin, Stan Smith, Taylor Dent and most recently Sam Querrey.
 Junior players will compete in the following divisions at this year’s 
Ojai: Boys CIF Singles & Doubles, Girls 18s Singles & Doubles, Boys 
16s Singles, Girls 16s Singles, Boys 14s Singles and Girls 14s Singles. 
 On the CIF side, University High School in Irvine looks like the 
clear favorite to capture the Griggs Cup, with top seed and defending 
champion Gage Brymer in the CIF singles and Drew Dawson & Stefan 
Menichella in the CIF doubles.  Brymer captured the prestigious Easter 
Bowl Boys 16s title in 2011 along with his 1st-ever Ojai title.  Torrey 
Pines High School will have something to say about University’s quest, 
as they have entered No. 2 seeds James Boyd (singles) and Adam Levie/
Jacob Johnson (doubles).
 On the girls’ side, Sivan Krems of Thousand Oaks will attempt to add 
a Girls 18s Singles title to the ones she has won in the Girls 14s & 16s.  
Krems has said that Ojai is her favorite tournament of the year and, 
with results like she’s had in the past, it’s no wonder.
 As always, the Ojai will have a strong local flavor in the Juniors, 
including top contenders from the neighboring Weil Tennis Academy 

in Ojai. Last year, players from Weil won 3 of the 6 non-CIF Junior 
divisions, an impressive feat considering the level of competition.
 The upcoming 112th Ojai Valley Junior Tournament historically has 
been a top level Southern California event, the only non-designated 
tournament to receive Level 2 status from the SCTA.   Therefore www.
tennisrecruiting.net has designated it as one of the open tournaments 
that will count towards TRN rankings - as well as towards qualifying 
competitors as “national players” at TRN, should they have at least one 
win in their event.
 All Junior finals will take place at historic Libbey Park on Saturday, 
so be sure to follow the action from first serve Thursday morning to last 
shot Saturday afternoon.

Springboard to Future Champions  
Marks Flavor of Juniors Events

 Consistent with the prestige of The Ojai, the Libbey Park Tennis Complex now has the latest state-of-the-art lighting for all eight courts.  This $60,000 
improvement utilizes a new-generation lighting fixture designed specifically for tennis courts.  The “Advantage” series fixtures are manufactured by 
Visionaire Lighting.
 The new fixtures feature a compact, vertically mounted bulb with optics that reflect the light around the bulb and then uniformly down onto the court 
surface with sharp cut-off at the court boundaries.  These fixtures replace 37-year old lights at the Lower Libbey courts that are commonly used for 
parking lots.  The new light levels on the court average more than 4 times that of the old lights with the same energy (1,000 watts each).  The four Upper 
Libbey lights were only 10 years old; but still only one-third the light levels of the new fixtures.  Not only is there more light, it is more uniform and 
less “light spillage” or glare beyond the court area than the old fixtures.
 The initial impetus for the light upgrade was the decision of Pac-12 to convert from individual to team championships, which requires later matches 
that would potentially extend beyond daylight hours.  Further justification for the lighting upgrade, however, is the heavy use of the public courts year 
around.  The City of Ojai and the Ojai Valley Tennis Club sponsor two adult World Team Tennis programs each year, held on Friday nights.  As people 
get older, their night vision is more difficult.  The new lights will help extend the enjoyable years of the “lifetime sport” known as tennis.
 About one-third of the cost of the new lighting system was funded by the Ojai Civic Association, a charity established by Edward Drummond Libbey 
to improve and maintain the park.  That organization recognized the need to have adequate lights for community recreation.  About one-third of the cost 
was funded by the Ojai Valley Tennis Club, the charitable organization sponsoring The Ojai, and the last third was shared among the Pac-12 Conference, 
local tennis supporter Mike Taggart, and other Ojai Tournament sponsors.
 The developer of the Visionaire Advantage tennis light fixture was a tennis player, Bill Hein, who competed in The Ojai.  He was the Collegiate 
Conference Champion for U.C. San Diego 
in 1979 and then played a short time on the 
professional tennis circuit. Bill and his mother 
Ellen Hein, another avid supporter of The Ojai, 
helped evaluate and select the best lighting 
fixtures for Libbey Park and expedited the 
manufacturing to meet this tournament date.  
Their love for The Ojai also resulted in them 
becoming financial sponsors of the Tournament.

NEW LIBBEY PARK TENNIS COURT LIGHTS

Thank you Michael Taggart for your 30-plus years as a volunteer 
��������	�
�����������	�����	������������������	��	���������������
traditions of the tournament.
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Liz Hermes, and Claudia Wunderlich; Friday is Linda Law, assisted by 
Barbara Pops, Peggy Russell, and Barbara Haggerty; Saturday is Mickie 
Butterbaugh, assisted by Carol Hall-Mounsey, Ginger Morgan, and Su-
sie Carnes;  and Sunday is Carly Lucking Ford, assisted by Lucy Luck-
ing, Suzanne Wilson, and Jane McCarthy. The flower arrangements will 
be organized by Fran Pavelko and provided by Ojai Valley Garden Club 
member Wendy Hilgers on Thursday, Marlene Fowler on Friday, B.J. Bi-
anchi on Saturday, and Cathy Sheeler on Sunday. Last but not certainly 
least, Mona Woolwine,  a third-generation tea tent kitchen manager, will 
work the makeshift galley, washing cups and saucers each afternoon, and 
brewing the ever-important tea! All of this effort is done in the name of 
tradition at the best amateur tennis tournament around.

 Please join us for “tennis, tea, and talk” at America’s oldest amateur 
tennis tournament. We hope that “The Ojai” will become one of your 
favorite Springtime traditions!
 Tea is served from 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday; and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sunday.

Tennis, Tea, Talk, and Tradition
“Let’s have a cup of tea” is a comment you 

will hear often at the 112th Ojai Tennis Tourna-
ment held in Libbey Park April 25-29.

As you sip a cup of tea and enjoy a delicious 
cookie, you may wonder how this lovely tradi-
tion originated well over a hundred years ago.

It began with William Thacher, brother of 
Thacher School founder Sherman Thacher, who 
loved tennis and played tournament tennis while 
attending Yale. He brought his love for tennis 
with him to Ojai, and in 1895 organized a valley 
tennis club with Ojai champions to challenge the Ventura champions. By 
1899 these local tournaments had evolved into the first Ojai Valley Tennis 
Tournament, referred to as “The Ojai.”

William Thacher also had a great fondness for tea and conversation. 
He would hang a sign with a “T” on it in his window whenever he was 
available for “tennis, tea, and talk.” This led to tea service on the club-
house porch during the newly-organized tournament and later in a new tea 
tent donated by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sinclair in 1925. The tent was placed 

near center court, so that everyone, players 
and spectators alike, could enjoy a bit of re-
freshment between matches.
 Having tea at the Tea Tent is like stepping 
into a bygone era where formally-dressed la-
dies pour tea from exquisite silver urns into 
china cups and serve cookies from gleaming 
silver trays. The tea table is draped in linen 
and decorated with brilliant spring flowers, 
grown and arranged in a silver bowl donated 
in memory of Cynthia Fairburn by members 
of the Ojai Valley Garden Club,    Prepa-
rations for the Tea Tent began months ago 
with selection of volunteers to pour tea, 

serve cookies, and act as hostesses. Tea Tent Chairperson Lynne Pierpont 
met with Stacey Boyd, Vice Chair, and Vivian Perrett, past Chair and 
current tournament President, to select the volunteers for this year. Over 
100 local ladies are needed to prepare and serve the 1500+ cups of tea 
and 10,000+ cookies required for the entire event. There are so many 
eager volunteers that the most difficult task is who to choose each year. 
Our thanks go to the following ladies and all the other volunteers, work-
ers and donors who make it possible to continue this wonderful tradition.  
The hostess for Thursday is Mellanie Hilgers, assisted by Wendy Hilgers, 
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Thank You To Our Ojai Sponsors!
The Ojai Valley Tennis Club wishes to thank all our generous sponsors for their support of The Ojai !

Tournament Sanctioning
Organizations
Pac-12 Conference
Intercollegiate Tennis Assoc.
USTA/Southern Cal. Section
CIF - Southern Section

Major Sponsors
Mike Taggart 
Ventura Rentals
Wilson Sporting Goods Co.
City of Ojai
Rock-It Cargo
Plexipave Sport Surfacing

Tournament Sponsors
Barry Golden
SOLINCO
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa
Ojai Valley Athletic Club
Life Line Medical Transport
Coast Mayflower
E.J. Harrison & Sons
Ojai Valley Directory
Mission Linen Supply
Harris Water Conditioning
The Oaks at Ojai Spa
Dunn-Edwards Paints

NJP Sports
Visionaire Lighting, LLC

OVTC Youth Tennis
Major Sponsors
Mike Taggart
The Monroe Foundation

OVTC Youth Tennis  
Scholarship Contributors
Weil Tennis Academy
Ryan Gaston/OVAC
Rick Thompson/ORD
Stacy Margolin Potter
Tom Rohrbacher/OVI
Dimitar Yazadzhiev

Merchant Contributors
Adamson’s Automotive Repair
Boccali’s Pizza and Pasta 
Forbess Consulting Group 
Friends Ranches
George and Colleen Conrad 
Oakridge Inn 
Ojai Donut Shoppe
Ojai Hospitality Group Inc.
   Casa Ojai Inn
   Su Nido Inn

Ojai Pixie Tangerine Growers Assoc.
Lions Club of Ojai 
The Ranch House Restaurant 
Suzanne’s Cuisine 
Members of:
   West Ventura County
   Lodging Association

Tournament Court Venues
City of Ojai - Libbey Park 
Ojai Valley Athletic Club 
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa 
The Thacher School 
Villanova Preparatory School 
The Ojai Valley School 
Nordhoff High School 
Matilija Junior High School 
City of Ventura - Camino Real Park 
Oxnard Tennis Center 
   (Tennis McAdemy) 
Ventura College 
Pierpont Racquet Club 
Pacifica High School 
Moranda Park (Tennis McAdemy) 
Buena High School

Together with numerous residential 
private courts in the Ojai area

 Everyone knows the words “volunteering” and “The Ojai” go hand in hand. With some 600-plus volunteers, 
you won’t find a more dedicated group of individuals than the ones that serve as volunteers at The Ojai.
 This year, The Ojai recognizes Norm Blacher for 50 years of service to the venerable tournament, which 
remains to this day the largest and oldest running tournament in the United States.
 Blacher, a 30-year Somis resident, began working for the tournament the same year Dodger Stadium opened. 
“I first got involved at The Ojai by just watching and being a fan,” Blacher said. “I got pulled out of the stands 
in 1962 by Hoot Bennett, who was the Ventura County Supervisor at the time. They were short an umpire so he 
asked me to work the match and I did and every year after that till 1995.”
 In 1995, Blacher became the tournament manager, and served in that capacity until 2002. In recent years, 
Blacher has been a court monitor at the Perrett’s home for girls’ 16s and 18s singles and doubles matches.
 Blacher names Dennis Ralston and the Bryan Brothers as his all-time favorite Ojai players. “I umpired the 
Bryans matches before they even got to Stanford,” he said. “They couldn’t have been nicer.”

Norm Blacher Celebrates 50 Years Of Service at The Ojai
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The Ojai Serves The Youth
 A major objective of each year’s Ojai tennis tournament, hosted by the 
Ojai Valley Tennis Club (OVTC), is to raise funds to conduct and support 
various programs that introduce tennis to elementary school students and 
support the development of young tennis players in the Ojai Valley. This 
goal is accomplished through the OVTC’s Youth Tennis Committee, which 
solicits additional funding and manages the program.
 The all-volunteer OVTC Youth Tennis Committee works with the 
Ojai Unified School District, the City of Ojai Recreation Department, and 
several local teaching pros to introduce, develop, and popularize tennis for 
children of all ages.
 Instruction is initiated in elementary schools by experienced volunteers 
to introduce basic skills and show how much fun the game is. This 

instruction is based 
on the QuickStart 
program developed 
by the USTA. Several 
of our volunteers 
have attended training 
sessions to allow 
for effective and 
fun instruction. The 
QuickStart program 
is led by Philippe 
Gache, and funding 
is provided mostly by 

the Ojai Recreation Department. This year, like last year, we plan to have a 
QuickStart tournament during The Ojai on Thursday before of the barbecue.
 In addition, funding is provided by the OVTC to the Ojai Recreation 
Department to support the youth tennis programs, organized by Rick 
Thompson, the City tennis professional. Rick teaches tennis at the beginner 
and advanced levels and conducts a summer program and an after-school 
tennis league for youngsters to taste competition for the first time and to 
learn the values of teamwork and good sportsmanship.
 Awards are presented to worthy youngsters to participate in a number 
of tennis clinics, camps, academies, and individual professional tennis 
instruction for further specialized training, development and competition. 
These awards are made to Ojai Valley youth, determined by the Youth 
Tennis Committee, based upon a variety of factors, such as sportsmanship, 
motivation, demonstrated talent, potential to advance in competition, and 
financial need. Several of the recipients of these awards in the past will be 
playing in The Ojai this year or have gone on to compete at the college level.

 A number of these 
special sportsmanship awards 
and summer tennis camp 
opportunities, which are all 
donated by Ojai tennis coaches, 
are presented to boys and girls 
who have participated in the 
various youth tennis programs. 
These presentations are made 
at the traditional barbeque on 
Thursday, at 5:30 pm.
 The Youth Tennis 
Committee also organizes and 
hosts the High-Performance 
Tennis Clinic, utilizing 
professional coaches to develop 
competitive strategies and skills of invited top-ranked junior players in the 
region. In addition it supports World Team Tennis, the Wilson youth tennis 
clinic, two local Ventura County Jr. tennis tournaments, local school tennis 
programs, the Tennis Marathon, organized by the Ojai Youth Foundation, 
and the Ojai Day.
 These programs for our youth are made possible by the generous 
contributions of sponsors and citizens of the community. Sponsors such as 
the Monroe Foundation and Mike Taggart, a local tennis fan, and the Ojai 
Valley Tennis Club contribute about $35,000 per year. The quality of the 
programs and success of reaching and influencing more kids is dependent, 
however, on private donations. Since this is an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization, all monies donated go directly to benefit the youth.
 If you would like to help develop character and enrich the lives of our 
youth, you can make a tax-deductible contribution to support the Youth Tennis 
program. Please send your check payable to: OVTC Youth Tennis,  PO Box 
482, Ojai, CA 93024. For more information, please contact Jakob Vos.

Since 1977 the Ojai Valley Athletic Club has proudly participated in and hosted The Ojai. Thanks for the  
����������	���������������������	������������	��
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 Tennis fans will not want to miss out on the chance of seeing a 
rising U.S. star play at The Ojai this year as 16-year-old Floridian 
Sachia Vickery has entered the women’s open division and has 
recently started training full-time at the Weil Academy in Ojai.
 Vickery is just 16 years old and is currently in the Top 25 ITF 
junior world rankings and holds down a No. 420 WTA ranking.  
“We’re ecstatic to have Sachia here in Ojai and training full-time 
with us,” Weil Academy founder and director Mark Weil said. “I 
know the community is happy to have her here and really looking 
forward to watching her, as well as all of our other top open and 
junior players from Weil, play at The Ojai.”
 Vickery is a personal friend of the Williams sisters, Venus and 
Serena, and has in the past received instruction from Richard 
Williams, the father of the Williams sisters.
 “I just love everything about Ojai that I have seen so far,” Vickery 
said. “It’s just so quiet and the people are very nice. I love everything 
about Ojai.”
 For the past two years, Vickery, who turned pro at age 14, has 
been training at the Paris-based Patrick Mouratoglou Academy. 
Weil said that site will continue to be Vickery’s European home 
base while Ojai will be her home when she is in the States. She will 
continue to be coached by her French coach Mehdi Daouki while in 
Ojai, Weil said.
 Even though she has turned pro, Vickery is still eligible to play 
ITF junior sanctioned events and plans to play the junior French 
Open, Wimbledon and US Open this year.
 In December, Vickery reached the semifinals at the prestigious 
Junior Orange Bowl. Weil also said to watch out for juniors Aidan 
Jiang and Dominique Schaefer at Ojai. Both are currently nationally 
ranked juniors.

World-Ranked Sachia Vickery
to Play Ojai Women’s Open

Bill Huffman
Bill Huffman, who served as OVTC 
president in 1979 and 1980, passed away in 
February. Bill loved the game of tennis and 
was a popular competitor at Libbey Park 
and later at the Ojai Valley Racquet Club for 
many years. Bill’s hands-on contributions to 
the tournament were legion, including the 
temporary roof over the grandstands, which 
provided much appreciated shade for the 
spectators, and the pictures along the Walk 
of Fame. He is greatly missed by all those 
involved in Ojai tennis and tournament. 

Independent Men and Women
 Independent Women’s division begins Thursday at the Pierpont 
Racquet Club.  We may see a rematch of the finals between Marie 
Boura of Fresno Pacific and Bettina Radke of Concordia.  Most of last 
year’s finalists in doubles have new partners, all of whom were in last 
year’s finals.  This  should makes for another exciting doubles final.
 Independent Men start on Friday at the Pierpont Racquet Club. 
Xavier Smith of Fresno Pacific is hoping to defend his singles title. 
Azusa Pacific will not be attending the Ojai this year which leaves 
the field wide open in doubles.  Westmont and Fresno Pacific will be 
the teams to watch.

Arnold Saul
 Beloved and respected tennis and 
basketball coach and mentor,  Arnie Saul died 
this month in Ventura.  Ojai fans remember 
his expertise and presence at the tournament 
beginning in 1939 as a player and continuing 
in several capacities, including official 
referee through the 1990s.

 At age 45, Arnie played in the Ventura County Tennis 
Championships, beating a Cal Poly player to win the title.  That 
same year, unbelievably, Arnie won the Ventura County Golf 
Championship!
 Saul was a CIF singles tennis champion in 1940 and 1941 and a 
CIF finalist in doubles in 1940. He later started at USC.
 Saul, who started junior tennis in Ventura, once estimated he 
taught 1,000 players in Ventura during his coaching days
 Saul’s best pupils at Ventura High included Dick Gould, Tom 
Chivington and Ramsey Earnhart and all three members of the 
intercollegiate Tennis Hall of Fame. Saul was inducted into the 
Ventura County Sports hall of Fame in 1990.
 A true and honored sportsman,  Arnie Saul will truly be missed 
at The Ojai.

In Memoriam
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Bob Macy
 One of our own, a most loyal and wonderful board member, died unexpectedly last month from 
complications following surgery.
 Bob Macy embodied all that is good about the Ojai Valley Tennis Club and our small community of Ojai.
 Bob served on the board from 2004, acting in various important capacities, including Pac-10 coordinator, 
secretary, and finance director.  Superlatives are insufficient in describing Bob’s willingness to help, his 
competence, his availability, and his dedication to the tournament and to youth tennis.
 Always kind and ever-persistent in pursuing excellence, Bob’s death leaves the Tennis Club less than it 
was with him on board.
 Bob Macy is, and will be, sorely missed.

 The California Community College Men’s Tennis programs are excited 
to compete at the 112th Ojai Tennis Tournament.  The tournament will 
showcase some of the top players in the state in one of the few North-
South matchups available to players and teams.  Positioned perfectly at 
the end of our season, the tradition of this premier event offers excitement 
and exposure that is second to none.  

 The North teams will bring some of the best players and teams in the 
state to this year’s event.  Some players to watch this year coming out 
of the North include the top three players from Foothill College in the 
Coast Conference: Tobias Galskov, Alex Johnston, and James Kong.  The 
Big 8 South will feature the top three players from Fresno City College: 
Andre Almeida, Sam Bertram, and Adam De Romas.  The Big 8 North 
will bring Anton Sarachukoul (Sierra College), Andrew Amor (American 
River), and Tommy Ou (Santa Rosa).

 The South teams will be well represented in this event.  The Foothill 
Conference features two of the top teams in the state in College of the 
Desert and Mount San Jacinto.  Top players from COD include Parker 
Kelly, Joshua Banks, and Senne Braun.  MSJC features sophomore 
Mensford Owuso and freshmen Luis Jaimes and Alexander Miehle.

 The Western States Conference features strong players and balance at 
the top of their conference.  Fall ITA champion Moises Cardenas (LA 
Pierce), Jonathan Lin (Ventura), Joshua Crisp-Jones (Santa Barbara), and 
Trevor Campbell (Glendale) all hope to make a run for the title.

 The Orange Empire Conference hopes to get in the mix with strong 
play across the conference from some of its top players including Jordan 
Gobatie and Ramazan Nureev (Riverside), Lance Dugan (Irvine), and the 
duo of Ales Modry and Sina Sharifi (Saddleback).

 As Fall ITA finalists and 2011 Ojai quarterfinalists, Andrew Sarawasi 
and Atilla Lassu (El Camino) look forward to going the distance this 
year and representing the South Coast Conference.  Both will compete in 
singles along with newcomer Chris Nguy (Cerritos).

 The Pacific Coast Conference again brings balance at the top of the 
lineups in singles and doubles.  Tracy Beblie (Palomar), Rafa Martinez 
(San Diego City), and Gleb Bilyalov (San Diego Mesa) look to make an 
impact at this year’s event.

 The California Community Colleges are proud and excited to be a part 
of the 112th Ojai Tennis Tournament.

 The Men’s Division III West Regional Championships at the Ojai 
will be contested as usual by the top players in the western region, with 
many of them factoring on the NCAA national stage.
 Defending singles champion Alex Lane of CMS will attempt to win 
back-to-back Ojai tournaments and add another title to what has been 
an outstanding senior season.  Other top players that will do their best 
to deny Lane a 2nd Ojai championship will be Nick Ballou of Cal 
Lutheran, Warren Wood of CMS, Tommy Meyer of Pomona-Pitzer, 
Erich Koenig & Devin Nerenberg of UC Santa Cruz, along with top 
players from Redlands, Whittier, Chapman, Occidental, Linfield, 
Pacific Lutheran and other west region schools.
 On the doubles side, the defending champions Jeff Hammond and 
Keven Wong of Redlands have graduated, but that doesn’t mean that 
Redlands won’t be a factor in the chase for the doubles title.      
 The event traditionally serves as a major opportunity for players to 
make their last impressions on the NCAA regional selection committee 
in hopes of gaining a coveted west region NCAA individual berth.
 The Division III event will start on Friday April 27th at Moranda 
Park in Port Hueneme.  Action will move to Thacher School on 
Saturday, culminating with the singles and doubles finals at historic 
Libbey Park.  With the overall strength of the western region, The Ojai 
tournament consistently delivers top competition played in the spirit 
of what the tournament has stood for in its long and rich history. T 
he championships will serve as a strong preview for the 2012 NCAA 
Division III Men’s Tennis Championships, this year hosted by Cary 
Park Tennis Center in Cary, N.C.,  May 21-26.

Men’s Community College Men’s Division III
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By Stacy Margolin Potter, M.A.
“NCAA Champion”  and “Former top 20 player in the World”

ojaipotter@aol.com
HikingOjai.com

1. Breathe—Take one, now and again. It will release stress and relax you. 
This makes for more effective execution and more successful play.

2. Rituals—Rituals calm you down. Do them for your serve, return and 
on changeovers.

3. Slow Down—Take your time. Rushing can create more errors.

4. Focus on 1 thing—This can be the ball ONLY. Thinking about too 
many things overloads the mind. Multi-tasking is not an advantage here.

5. Be aware of self-talk—Is it positive or negative?

6. Replace negative self talk with a positive comment or behavior; ie., “I 
am a player who gives her all!” “I am relaxed.”

7. Focus on yourself—When you feel yourself getting distracted, pretend 
you are a horse with blinders on.

8. Don’t change a winning strategy.

9. Change a losing strategy—Communicate with your partner.

10. Be prepared—Plan ahead.

Winning Tennis Strategies

Women’s Community College Tennis has been anticipating the 112th Annual Ojai Valley Tennis Tournament.

For the second time, the women’s community colleges have been given the opportunity to enter an additional singles player, allowing three singles and 
two doubles teams.

Dariya Kulibikova (Sierra College) flexes some muscle in representation of Northern California. Also posing strong competition from the North are 
Monica Borowicz (Santa Rosa) and Robin Zhou (De Anza).  Reedley’s two top players, Isabel Herrera and Jasmine Martinez, are also looking to bring 
home the prestigious Ojai title.

Ventura College comes to Ojai ranked No. 1 in So Cal for dual-team play.  Leading the standings for them are Julianna Bacelar and her teammate, 
Jessica Worring.  The Southern section will showcase star Mardee Littrell (Palomar College) and solid competitors, Jeannette Losaria (Saddleback 
College), Emma Sheehan (Fullerton) and Criss Rodriguez (Santa Monica).  All expect to have superlative results throughout the tournament.  Also 
competing this year are newcomers like Chie Young Shin (El Camino), who has had a great season thus far, and the lefty doubles duo Koehly/Moss 
(Orange Coast).  Mt. Sac’s Jourdan Jefferson and Julianne Carluen are a tough pair that hopes to make a run in the tournament.

Ojai is a unique experience, particularly for community college level student-athletes. It’s an occasion where they are able to display their talents in 
front of numerous spectators, avid players of the game, and university tennis scouts.

Women’s Community College
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 The Open Division at the Ojai Valley Tennis Tournament has become an exciting event to watch with 
its ongoing growth each year of great players and enthusiastic spectators.  Our generous local benefactor, 
Michael Taggart, has been instrumental in “growing” the event and has added prestige to the Open by his 
generous donation of prize money.   This year Taggart has upped the ante to a total of $20,000.  Prize money 
is awarded based on the number of entrants and quality of the Open Players.    The Ojai Valley Inn & Spa 
is the spectacular setting for the Open events, with the use of the Inn’s courts and facilities adding prestige 
and glamour to our tournament.   The Open events begin with qualifying rounds of up to 64 men and 32 
women playing at the Ojai Valley Athletic Club on Tuesday April 24th, with the survivors moving into the 
Main Draws.  Entrance to the qualifying events is free and it is the beginning of an exciting week of tennis 

in the Ojai Valley.   Local fans look forward each year to returning champions and new ones coming up on the horizon.    The Men’s Open Singles begins 
early Thursday morning, April 26, with Men’s Open Doubles and Women’s Open Singles starting on Friday, April 27.
 Taggart can be found courtside throughout the entire week.  Five years ago the Men’s Final featured Sam Querrey, currently ranked 87 in the world, 
in one of his last matches played as an amateur before he turned pro in 2006.  Every year brings out new stars and fun tennis.  Last year the focus was on 
Marcos Giron, the No. 1 college recruit in the nation who joined Billy Martin’s UCLA Bruins.  Giron showed maturity and grace on the courts at such a 
young age and ran through the entire field of seasoned players like a machine, a young Federer in the 
making.  It wasn’t his first year playing in the Open and it has been exciting to watch his play improve 
from one year to the next.  This year Ojai spectators look forward to seeing him at Libbey Park playing 
in the Pac-12 Men’s team event.  Also competing this year are three-time champion Lester Cook and 
Zack Fleishman, who will also play doubles together.
 The Women’s Open has had a number of great finals. Last year was a showdown between Monica 
Turewicz and Ashley Dai.  Both players have trained at the Weil Tennis Academy and both are going 
off to college to compete against each other in the years to come.  Dai will be returning to our courts 
this spring for another chance to win the Women’s Open.  Also participating in prior years were former 
pro players such as Olga Puchkova, who was ranked as high as 32 in the world, and Gail Brodsky, 
former Weil Academy alumnus.  Brodsky won her own “Ojai Grand Slam” over four consecutive 
years by winning the Girls 14s, 16s, and 18s as well as the Women’s Open in 2007; she won the Open 
again in 2010.  Brodsky, aged 16 when she first won the Open, is only surpassed by Tracy Austin – the 
youngest female player to win the Ojai Women’s Open at the age of 14.

THE “OPEN” BRINGS PAST PROS  
AND FUTURE STARS TOGETHER

 This year marks the 10th consecutive year that the Nordhoff High 
School Media Arts Academy has supplied The Ojai with an official 
tournament logo for promotional use during the tournament.
 The head of the Ojai high school group is Nordhoff Graphic 
Design and Digital Imaging teacher Heather Farley.  Her students 
were once again assigned the task of submitting logos, which are then 
reviewed by tournament organizers and one selected for use.
 “Once again this year we had some great entries and The Ojai 
tournament has selected what I feel is a worthy logo for this year’s 

tournament,” Farley said. “I think it’s great that our students can get involved and do something like 
this where they can actually see a finished product come out of their hard work.”
 The official T-shirt and hat logo was created by Nordhoff High junior Jake Wilkinson. The design 
will appear on merchandise that will be sold during the tournament at Libbey Park. The canvas bag 
design was created by Nordhoff junior Kristofer Kline and will be used as the exclusive design on the 
bag, which will also be for sale during the tournament. 

Ojai Tennis Logo
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 Get ready! Get Set! The 2nd Annual Ojai QuickStart Tennis Challenge, which promises to be jam packed 
with youthful enthusiasm, will take place for the first time during “The Ojai” on Thursday, April 26th at 3:30 
p.m. at the Lower Libbey QuickStart tennis courts. Third through fifth grade QuickStart program graduates 
from throughout the Ojai Valley will have an opportunity to apply their newfound skills in a rousing “10 and 
Under” tennis tournament challenge.
 Sponsored by the Ojai Valley Tennis Club and the Ojai Recreation Department and under the direction of 
QuickStart Coordinator and Tennis Pro Philippe Gache, the challenge represents the culmination of a school 
year’s worth of basic tennis instruction offered at no cost to Ojai Valley elementary (primarily) students within 
the school P.E. curriculums.
 Proven to instill early success and love of the game, the QuickStart or “10 and Under” instructional format 
acknowledges that kids are not the same size and have different motivations than adults. The QuickStart format 
provides easy to hit low density balls, smaller rackets, lower nets, smaller courts and inspiring tennis games. Eight 
Ojai Valley elementary schools and over 500 students received instructional fun through the free program during 
the 2011/2012 school year.
 The heart behind the Ojai QuickStart tennis program’s success is truly the participating kids, but love of the 
game comes into play via the volunteers who make the free tennis instruction possible. Coaches and mentors are 
local parents, teachers or neighbors, many but not all of whom are tennis enthusiasts. All are willing to take a few 
hours out of their busy weeks to teach willing students who are excited to learn and succeed in a new skill set.

 Kim Phillips, a local tennis enthusiast and volunteer coach said, “The great thing about the QuickStart program is that the children come running out 
to the court and can’t wait to start playing.  It’s gratifying for a volunteer to know that after working with the kids even for just a short while, you have 
the ability to instill confidence.”
 The program usually offers a 1:6 ratio (or better) of coach to students during 45-minute classes, twice per week, over the course of 2 to 4 weeks. 
“The instruction is absolutely out of this world. I would love to do this again,” said Sunset School’s 4th grade teacher, Lynne Brooks.
 Exciting relays, games and team work prove to spark early success in mastering the fundamentals of tennis, and students enjoy the final class rallies 
between teams. Volunteer coaches hand out program completion certificates to each class of students and often receive some very special handmade 
thank you cards. One thank you card for Coach Monique from a Meiners Oak School 4th grader read, “Dear Coach Monique, Thank you for teaching 
me tennis. I had a lot of fun. I’m sad that it is going to end. Alna.”
 Sunset 4th grade teacher Cheryl Leslie explained: “One of the things I really like about the QuickStart program is that I have some students that don’t 
feel particularly good about themselves and they are discovering that they are really good at this. You can just see that they are blossoming because they 
have that opportunity to discover this about themselves.” 
 QuickStart Coordinator Gache, born in France, played on the international tennis circuit and has been a tennis professional, tournament organizer 
and world adventurer for several decades. When he arrived in Ojai, he connected with long-time tennis friend and program volunteer, Stacy Margolin-
Potter, who soon recruited Gache to help coach. As a person who lives to watch others find joy at a new experience or adventure in life, Gache said: 
“My true passion is to raise people to a new level of life.
 “I always wanted to try something with kids, and that was the opportunity to do it. I started as a volunteer and got more involved under the 
supervision of the Ojai Recreation Department.” Gache’s experience organizing international tennis tounaments helped him to imagine similar events 
for beginner players. He hopes to garner more volunteer resources so that he can offer the current QuickStart program to even more students next year.
 Gerald Jones, a Montessori School of Ojai middle school student who participated in a recent QuickStart session, said, “I love this program! I can’t 
wait to play more tennis!”

Ojai QuickStart Tennis Program  
Flourishes in 2012
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 The unusually balmy winter days just prior to the New Year provided the 
perfect ambiance for Ojai’s first annual family friendly benefit Holiday Tennis 
Challenge hosted by the Ojai Valley Tennis Club at Libbey Park. The concept 
was simple:  Play for fun, or play to win. Each team consisted of a parent/adult 
and a youth player. The “parent” player had to be at least 22 years older than 

the youth, and “adoptions” were 
allowed. The players, as young 
as 8 years (Julienne Thompson) 
and as wise as 72 years, played 
no-ad pro-set (best of 8 games) 
doubles on Saturday, choosing 
either to go for gold (In To Win) 
or to go for grins (In For Fun).
 Thirty-two doubles 

teams, consisting of every sort of familial (or friendly) combination and age 
ranges--father/stepson, mother/daughter, grandfather/grandson, uncle/nephew—
accepted the challenge. Tournament winners within each division continued on 
to the Championship draw, while runners up teams played a Consolation round. 
Winners from each draw competed in semis and finals on Sunday, leaving plenty 
of time to prepare for New Year’s Eve festivities.
 After the first two rounds of matches on Saturday, challenge players were 
treated to lunch, compliments of Topper’s Pizza. Friend’s Ranch provided tasty 
tangerines throughout the tournament, a refreshing reward during the unusually 
warm weekend. Thanks to these donations, and even with a low entry fee, the 
event netted around $600, which will benefit youth tennis programs within the 
Ojai Valley.
 The father/son team of Ron and Evan 
Edwards proved a strong combination, 
overcoming several tough teams on their way 
to the ‘In to Win’ category finals, where they 
battled the ‘great’ uncle/nephew team, John 
Hall and Joseph Quackenbush, eventually 
winning in an intense second-set tiebreak. 
Quackenbush and Evan Edwards are Nordhoff 
tennis teammates. “Our final match was 
extremely challenging. We played against a 
very experienced and skilled team. It was very 
close,” Ron Edwards explained. “It’s a unique 

1st Annual Ojai Holiday Tennis
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experience being able to play with your son. This sort of tournament will run 
through the years.  For us, it was a great experience to play at the community level 
in Ojai. It was a very competitive event with great sportsmanship in each match.” 
said Ron Edwards about his experience.
 In the ‘In to Win’ Consolation bracket, a host father and exchange-student 
team of Matt Schoen and Jimena Encinas-Tort bested a well-balanced team of 
Mark Zimmermann and Emma Russell. All four players expressed their genuine 
appreciation for the challenging tournament format and fun mix of ages and 
talent.
 One local Ojai tennis family, the Jacksons, combined to provide two teams 
in the ‘In for Fun’ division. Probably from the toss of a coin, Jim played with one 
twin son, Evan, while Mom, Susan Jackson, played with the other Jackson twin, 
Ryan. “It was a great weekend. We saw so many people we know at the park in 
a relaxed, collegial atmosphere. We went out there just to have fun and not to 
compete intensely. It was something to do as a family.” Jim Jackson explained.
 Their positive attitude paid off, considering the Jim/Evan Jackson team was 
one of two father/son teams to meet in the finals of the ‘In for Fun’ division. The 
Jacksons bested the team of Paul and Calvin O’Dair in a spirited but friendly 
match. “Meeting the O’Dairs was one of the most pleasant things about the 
tournament,” Jim Jackson said. “We were out to have fun and make sure the boys 
were engaged in the match.”
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2011 Trophy Winners and Runner-Ups
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 Mutual Funds    Annuities    Life Insurance 

Pacific Life Insurance Company is licensed to issue individual life insurance and annuity products in all states except New York. Product availability and  
features may vary by state. Variable insurance products and mutual funds are available through licensed third party broker-dealers and are distributed by 
Pacific Select Distributors, Inc. (member FINRA and SIPC), a subsidiary of Pacific Life. ©  2011 Pacific Life Insurance Company, Newport Beach, CA. PL-11A
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A Well Executed Play That Racks Up A Win. 
That’s Logistics.

The coach makes the call. Every player is in the right place at the right time. The score is 

made. And the huge crowd roars its approval. That’s logistics. The coordination of personnel 

and equipment designed to achieve the best possible results. At UPS, we understand logistics. 

We live logistics. We love logistics.

Official Logistics Company of the
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